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APRIL THOUGHT: 
Though April showers may come your way, 
They bring the flowers that bloom in May. 
So if it's raining, have no regrets, 
Because it isn't raining rain, you know, (It's raining violets,) 
And where you see clouds upon the hills, 
You soon will see crowds of daffodils, 
So keep on looking for a blue bird, And list'ning for his song, 
Whenever April showers come along. 
And where you see clouds upon the hills, 
You soon will see crowds of daffodils, 
So keep on looking for a blue bird, And list'ning for his song, 




What singer introduced the “April Showers “ song? (Answer at the end of the newsletter) 
UPDATES: 
The water has been turned on at the museum as of Friday, April 4. HOORAY!  The Tuesday girls are back 
at work there, getting ready for visitors, meetings, the Open House at Memorial Day, and the ULTIMATE 
YARD SALE . Items continue to come in.  
The plans for the Memorial Day Yard Open House have changed slightly.  We’ve been able to secure a 
spot at THE ULTIMATE YARD SALE which is held at Cumberland Fairgrounds on May 31. So start cleaning 
those gently used items out of your closets and basements to donate to the table. We will have a 
Saturday workshop to sort and price the items on May 17th at the Exhibition Hall. We can store things 
there until the sale. Keep those things in mind that you would like to donate. We’ll stick with a less 
pressured Open House for Memorial Day. Things that go well are not big ticket items; items that would 
sell for $20.00 and less are best. Please do not donate clothes!   Vases, baskets, tools, glassware, 
silverware, linens, books, and dishes are usually items that do well. Those items that do not sell will be 
donated to a charitable organization like Goodwill.  
Nominations for the 2014-2015 year will be announced next month. If anyone is interested in holding an 
office, or suggesting a name, please contact Linda Fulda at:  
The 501c3 committee continues to work getting things prepared for application. It is a lot of detail work, 
and adjustments have had to have been made in order to comply with IRS standards. The standards are 
quite rigid, and, being the IRS, need to be followed closely. The updates are at the end of the newsletter. 
Cumberland Town Manager, Bill Shane, Operations Director, Chris Bolduc, and Prince Memorial Library 
Director, Thomas Bennett, have made a proposal to the Cumberland Historical Society that is very 
exciting. There will be an informational membership meeting on Thursday, May 8 at 7:00PM at the 
Historical Society to discuss it. The Officers and Trustees will have a workshop with the above mentioned 
people and the Town Council at a date set by the Town Manager, then a public meeting for the 
membership with the Town Council. 
ACQUISITIONS: 
Connie Sweetser donated a handful of goodies from the Sweetser home, including the original 
handwritten class history written by Ernest Osgood Sweetser, brother of Herman Sweetser. There is a 
photo of Ernest in his World War I inform on display at the museum. Also are several war ration coupons 
that were issued to Herman, a partly finished embroidery piece done by Priscilla Blanchard, born 1809, 
crafted when she was probably 8 years old. That was about the age that many young girls of that time 
period would have been doing that sort of thing to practice their sewing skills, and their numbers and 
letters.  
The David Spear shipyard ledger and the Charles Aden Blanchard Civil War diary are now in our 
collections. Charles Aden Blanchard was born 1837 to Enos and Joan Blanchard, and served in the Civil 
War in the Navy. 
Local History 101! 
Thomas Bennett has collaborated with the Cumberland Recreation Department and is offering a History 
of Cumberland program. The details are:  
Instructor: Thomas Bennett 
Youth, Adults & Seniors are all encouraged to enroll. 
Are you a history buff? Want to learn more about the rich history of Cumberland & North Yarmouth or 
have interesting historical information to share? Join Prince Memorial Library Director and local 
historian Thomas Bennett as we explore and discuss the fascinating history of our two communities. 
Local History 101 activities will include: 
• Researching and recording the history of Cumberland and North Yarmouth 
• Scanning and cataloging vintage photographs 
• Conducting and filming oral history interviews 
• Telling stories through publications and exhibits, both print and digital 
• Open sessions to share historical information or artifacts. 
Dates & Times: Wednesdays, May 7-June 25 
(8 sessions), 3-4 pm 
Location: Prince Memorial Library 
Fee: $20 (Covers supplies & materials) 
 
From the Trolley Museum in Kennebunk: 
Trolley Way Building 
from the Seashore Trolley Museum 
Portland Lewiston Interurban 
Interurban trolley line once crisscrossed much of this country, connecting major cities and 
passing through towns and farm land. This 1915 structure from Maine’s Portland Lewiston 
Interurban is typical of the shelters built for passengers awaiting trolleys in small towns, though 




Morrison Hill Way Building Located at Seashore Trolley Museum  
This building was donated by the Budd family in West Cumberland. The building stood, in very poor 
condition by the time it was donated, in back of what is now Budd’s Service Station on Gray Road (Route 
100). It has been restored by the Trolley Museum staff, and looks spectacular.  
During daylight hours, the motorman of an interurban trolley approaching a station like this one – often 
traveling at 60 miles per hour – could easily see waiting passengers and slow to a stop. At night, visibility 
was more restricted, particularly if the station had no electric lights. The prospective passengers would 
first hear the faint, distant hum of the electric motors, then the overhead wire would begin to sing with 
the sound of the trolley wheel, and finally the brilliant blue-white light of the trolley’s arc headlight 
would appear.The passenger was expected to show a light to signal the motorman, and if no lantern was 
handy, he would roll up a sheet of newspaper and touch a match to it. If he was late lighting the paper, the 
car would overshoot the platform, screeching to a halt further on amid blasts of compressed air. The 
motorman, as he backed up the car, would then strongly suggest that the passenger give more warning the 
next time.Interurban trolley lines appeared in the 1890’s. In that era before the auto, interurbans provided 
the prime connection to the outside world for thousands of Americans. The line reached their peak around 
World War I when an incredible 18,000 miles of interurban track existed in the United States. Only a 
short time later, after the stock market crash of 1929 and the onset of the Great Depression, the 
interurbans contracted rapidly. The Portland Lewiston was Maine'’ finest interurban but lasted only from 
1914 until 1933. The very last American interurban line - connecting Chicago and Milwaukee – stopped 
in 1963. 
The Museum believes this building to have been a station though some local residents recollections 
differ. It clearly was related to the trolley line as its lights were wired for 600 volts DC, power used by 
trolley lines. 
############################################################################## 
From “Cumberland Maine in Four Centuries”: 
For a period of nineteen years the Town of Cumberland was served by a high speed interurban line 
rated as the finest electric railroad in the East. This was the Portland-Lewiston Interurban Railroad 
chartered in 1907 and out under construction over its own private right of way early in 1910. It was 
unique in that there was no public stock offering, the promoters putting up their future earnings in the 
Lewiston electric light plant they owned as security for the sum needed to build the railroad. 
Construction of the thirty-odd private right of way began at Littlefields Corner, Auburn, and the 
following year construction began on the Portland end of the line.  All work was done by pick and 
shovel, using horse drawn dump carts and earth scoops.  An electric locomotive was acquired as soon as 
some rail had been put down and gravel from a private pit at Morrison’s Hill was hauled along the line 
for use in ballasting. The contractors were pioneers in building reinforced concrete spans over the 
various small streams and one remains today near Route 100 at West Cumberland. (This is just west of 
the Range Road exit on to Route 100, on the right side of the road before the power line heading towards 
Gray It is nearly directly across from the exit of Lower Methodist Road on to Route 100.) Construction 
was completed in late 1913 but the roadbed was permitted to remain idle through the winter to allow 
for settlement. It was unfortunate that the road’s builder, W. Scott Libby died suddenly but two weeks 
before the grand opening of the line. The first regular service commenced July 2, 1914, and a full hourly 
schedule commenced a couple of weeks later. …………..Intended as a high speed, limited stop interurban 
line, the road fully met all expectations, using heavy interurban cars geared to a top speed of sixty miles 
an hour in a day when sixty miles an hour was a mile a minute! Green plush seats, luggage racks and a 
smoking compartment were found in each car and each carman was issued a pair of white kid gloves to 
wear while handling the Pullman-type stair traps or adjusting the trolley ropes and so on. ……Fare from 
West Cumberland to Portland was thirty cents, with monthly commutation tickets available at a 
discount. Electric freight and express was also handled along this line and throughout its length were 
many small freight and milk platforms where nearby farmers were able to ship their milk and farm 
produce into Portland or Lewiston. ………Final trip over the line was June 28, 1933 with the last trip from 
Lewiston arriving early the following morning. At about the same time the final run was arriving in 
Portland from Yarmouth (the line following what is now Route 88). Thus, by chance, coincidence, both 
electric lines serving the Town of Cumberland ceased operation on the same date.  
##################################################################################### 
ANSWER TO THE STUMPER: 
Al Jolson . April Showers" is a popular song with music written by Louis Silvers and lyrics by B. G. De 
Sylva. First published in 1921, it is one of many popular songs whose lyrics use a "Bluebird of Happiness" 
as a symbol of cheer. ("So keep on looking for a bluebird, and waiting for his song.")The song was 
introduced in the 1921 Broadway musical Bombo, where it was performed by Al Jolson. It became a 
well-known Jolson trademark: the first of his several recordings of the song was on Columbia Records in 
October 1921. It has also been recorded by many other artists, including Judy garland and Bing Crosby. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The Cumberland Historical Society 




1.01 Name: Adopted 4/22/1939: This organization shall be known as The 
Cumberland Historical Society (hereinafter referred to as the Society).  
Article II 
Purpose 
2.01  Purpose 
Adopted 4/22/1939: The Cumberland Historical Society is a non-profit 
corporation and shall operate exclusively for educational and charitable purposes 
within the meaning of Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the 
corresponding section of any future Federal tax code.The purpose of the Society 
shall be to collect and preserve (as far as the state of its funds will permit) 
whatever in its opinion may tend to explain and illustrate any department of 
civil, ecclesiastical and natural history, especially of the Town of Cumberland.The 
Society shall seek to maintain a space to preserve, store and display any and all 
of its acquisitions for the future education, observation and research of the 
community to help instill a sense of pride and continuity of the community. 
The Society will endeavor to have a program of historical interest at each one of 
its business meetings. The Society shall assist the Town of Cumberland’s 
educational department, governing body and departments or associations as 
much as possible with historical matters.  
The Society will endeavor to assist other historical societies, associationsand 
organizations with any support pertaining to the Town of Cumberland’s 
interaction and involvement with its neighboring communities, Cumberland 
County and the State of Maine.  
If funding allows, the Society will provide scholarships to graduates of Greely 
High School who are going on to higher education. 
2.02 Public benefit 
The Cumberland Historical Society is designated as a public benefit corporation. 
Article III 
OFFICERS 
  3.01 Officers 
Adopted 11/16/1970:The officers shall be members of the Society in good 
standing and shall consist of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and 
Curator. See 3.02 
Originally4/22/1939: The officers shall be residents of the Town of Cumberland 
and shall consist of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Librarian, 
Curator and a Standing Committee  consisting of not less than twelve members, 
of which the officers shall be members  ex officio. 





Adopted 9/19/1978: This Society shall hold its annual business meeting in 
January. Monthly meetings shall be held in September, October, November, 
January, March, April and May on the third Thursday of the month.a day of the 
week and time set at the annual business meeting each year. (recognizing that 
special presentations may require a change from time to time. ) 
Was 6/15/1977: This Society shall hold its annual business meeting on the third 
Monday of June, or on such other date in June as may be voted by the members. 
Monthly meetings shall be held in September, October, November, January, 
March, April and May on the third Thursday of the month. 
Was 11/16/1970: This Society shall hold its annual business meeting on the third 
Monday of June, or on such other date in June as may be voted by the members. 
Monthly meetings shall be held in September, October, November, January, 
March, April and May on the third Monday of the month. 
Was 6/22/1939: This Society shall hold an annual business meeting on the 
second Wednesday of August at 7 o’clock (E.S.T.) and a monthly meeting on the 
second Wednesday of each month. 
Originally 4/22/1939: This Society shall hold an annual business meeting on the 
second Thursday of August at 7 o’clock (E.S.T.) and a monthly meeting on the 
second Thursday of the month. Special meetings for the transaction of business 
may be called by the President or on written application of ten active members. 
No business shall be transacted at a special meeting which is not specified in the 
call of the meeting. Notice of Annual and special meetings shall be by mail. 
Article V 
FINANCIAL YEAR 
5.01 Financial year 
Adopted 6/16/2012: The financial year shall begin immediately following the 
annual meeting and the dues then payable from each member shall be ten 
dollars ($10.00). If dues are not paid by November 1st,a bill shall be sent to those 
in arrears, and if unpaid by January 1st those still in arrears shallbe considered 
inactive. Set by the board for the following year. 
Was 9/25/2001: The financial year shall begin immediately following the annual 
meeting and the dues then payable from each member shall be five dollars 
($5.00). If dues are not paid by November 1st, a bill shall be sent to those in 
arrears, and if unpaid by January 1st those still in arrears shall be considered 
inactive.   
Was 1/19/1984: The financial year shall begin immediately following the annual 
meeting and the dues then payable from each member shall be three dollars 
($3.00). If dues are not paid by November 1st, a bill shall be sent to those in 
arrears, and if unpaid by January 1st those still in arrears shall be considered 
inactive.   
Was11/16/1970: The financial year shall begin immediately following the annual 
meeting and the dues then payable from each member shall be two dollars 
($2.00) starting in June 1971. If dues are not paid by November 1st, a bill shall be 
sent to those in arrears, and if unpaid by January 1st those still in arrears shall be 
considered inactive.   
Originally  4/22/1939: The financial year shall begin on the second Thursday of 
August and the dues then payable from each member shall be one dollar ($1.00). 
If dues are not paid before the expiration of one month from the beginning of 
the financial year, the persons from who they are due shall be considered 




Adopted 11/16/1970: Any person interested in the Society may become a 
member upon the payment of the membership duesthen in force.A member’s 
duty to the Society is strictly voluntary and the member is not obligated to serve 
in any capacity other than as a dues paying member. 
Was 4/22/1939: Any person interested in the Society may become a member 
upon the payment of one dollar and signing the Constitution and By-Laws. 
6.02 Dues 
Dues are to be used to pay the operating expenses of the Society, such as but 
not necessarily limited to the distribution of a newsletter, payment of utilities 
and/or rent and if necessary the acquisition of artifacts in furtherance of the 
purposes set forth in Article II, Section 2.01. 
Article VII 
BOARD of TRUSTEES 
7.01 Composition 
Adopted 11/15/1990 CompositionThe Board of Trustees shall consist of five 
members to be elected by the societyat the annual meeting. 
  7.02 Terms 
 The five Trustees will serve the following terms: 
  One member for 6 months. 
  Two members for 12 months. 
  Two members for 18 months.For one year. 
The Trustees will elect their own chairman. Vacancies shall be filled at the annual 
meeting.strike 
  7.03 Duties 
The duties of the Board of Trustees shall be as follows: 
To approve any expenditure of the Society exceeding one hundred dollars 
($100.00). 
To approve artifacts offered to the Society.strike 
To supervise any and all investments in the best interest of the Society. 
To work with the Building Committee regarding any new home for the 
Society.strike 
To consider the Society’s officers as ex officio and act with them in matters of 
important business 
Was 12/15/1984: 1.CompositionThe Board of Trustees shall consist of five 
members to be elected by the society. 
  2.TermsThe five Trustees will serve the following terms: 
  One member for 6 months. 
  Two members for 12 months. 
  Two members for 18 months. 
The Trustees will elect their own chairman. Vacancies shall be filled at the annual 
 meeting. 
3. Duties The duties of the Board of Trustees shall be as follows: 
To approve any expenditure of the Society exceeding twenty-five dollars 
($25.00). 
To approve artifacts offered to the Society. 
To supervise any and all investments in the best interest of the Society. 
To work with the Building Committee regarding any new home for the 
Society. 
 





 8.01 Non-profit nature 
The Cumberland Historical Society is organized exclusively for charitable and 
educational purposes including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to 
organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under Section 501 (c ) (3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future tax code. No 
part of the net earnings of the Society shall inure to the benefit of, or be 
distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except 
that the corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable 
compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in 
furtherance of the purposes set forth in the purpose clause hereof. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this document, the corporation shall not 
carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by any 
organization exempt from federal income tax under Section 501 (c ) (3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future tax code, or (b) by 
an organization, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170 (c ) (2) 
of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax 
code. 
The Cumberland Historical Society is not organized and shall not be operated for 
the private gain of any person. The property of the corporation is irrevocably 
dedicated to its educational and charitable purposes. No part of the assets, 
receipts, or net earnings of the corporation shall to the benefit of, or be 
distributed to any individual. The corporation may, however, pay reasonable 
compensation for services rendered and to make other payments and 
distributions consistent with these Articles. 
8.02 Personal Liability 
No officer, director or trustee of this corporation shall be personally liable for the 
debts or obligations of The Cumberland Historical Society of any nature 
whatsoever, nor shall any of the property or assets of the officers, directors or 
trustees be subject to the payment of the debts or obligations of this corporation. 
8.03 Dissolution 
Upon termination or dissolution of the Cumberland Historical Society, any assets 
lawfully available for distribution shall be distributed to one (1) or more 
qualifying organizations described in Section 501 ( c ) (3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 (or described in any corresponding provision of any successor 
statute) which organization or organizations have a charitable purpose which, at 
least generally, includes a purpose similar to the terminating or dissolving 
corporation.  
The organization(s) to receive the assets of The Cumberland Historical Society 
hereunder shall be selected by the discretion of a majority of the managing body 
of the Society and if its members can not so agree, then the recipient 
organization(s) shall be selected pursuant to a verified petition in equity filed in a 
court of proper jurisdiction against the Cumberland Historical Society by one (1) 
or moreof its managing body which verified petition shall contain such 
statements as reasonably indicate the applicability of this section. The court upon 
a finding that this section is applicable shall select the qualifying organization(s) 
to receive the assets to be distributed, giving preference if practicable to 
organizations located in the Town of Cumberland, Cumberland County, Maine 
and if not then giving preference if practicable to organizations located in the 
communities now located in the Historical Town of North Yarmouth, Cumberland 
County, Maine. 
In the event that the court shall find that this section is applicable but that there 
is no qualifying organization known to it that has a charitable purpose, which, at 
least generally, includes a purpose similar to this corporation, than the court shall 
direct the distribution of its assets lawfully available for distribution to the 
Townof Cumberland, Cumberland County, Maine. 
8.04 Prohibited distributions 
No part of the net earnings, or properties of this corporation, on dissolution or 
otherwise, shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, 
trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the corporation shall be 
authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services 
rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes 
set forth in Article II, Section 2.01. 
8.05 Restricted Activities 
No substantial part of the corporation’s activities shall be the carrying on of 
propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the 
corporation shall not participate in , or intervene (including the publishing or 
distribution of statements) in any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition 
to any candidate for public office. 
8.06 Prohibited Activities 
Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles, the corporation shall not 
carry on any activities not permitted to be carried on (1) by a corporation exempt 
from federal income tax as an organization described by Section 501 (c ) (3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code, or the  corresponding section of any future tax code, 
or (2) by a corporation, contributions to which are deductible under section 170 
(c ) (2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future 








Article I    DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
  Section 1 The duties of the President, Vice President, Secretary and 
Treasurer shall be the 
    usual duties pertaining to those offices.As follows: 
Section 1A PRESIDENT The President shall preside at all meetings of the 
membership, the Board   of Trustees. The President shall have general 
supervision over all the activities of the Society and shall be a member ex-officio 
of all committees except the Nominating Committee. The President shall present 
a report at the annual meeting. 
Section1B VICE PRESIDENT The Vice President shall, in the absence of the 
President, assume the Presidents duties and shall also carry out such other duties 
as the Board of Trustees may from time to time delegate.  
Section 1C SECRETARY The Secretary shall: (1) keep records of all meetings, (have 
custody of all records and reports?) and perform such other duties as usually 
pertain to the office; (2) present a report at the annual meeting; (3) place on file 
all written reports submitted by officers and committee chairmen prior to the 
Annual Meeting; (4) keep a record of those in attendance at the Board of 
Directors meetings. 
Section 1D TREASURER The Treasurer shall: (1) Keep records of all receipts and 
expenditures; (2) make regular reports to the Board of Directors and (3) give a 
report at the Annual Meeting andat the first meeting after any break of two 
months or more without a regular meeting. (All checks shall be signed by the 
Treasurer or the President, signing individually.) 
 
  Section 2 The curator and assistants shall receive and record all articles 
loaned or given to  
    the Society and shall give a report of such at each annual meeting. 
While due  
    care will be used in preserving all articles, responsibility for loss or 
destruction 
    will NOT be assumed by the curator, either as an individual or as a  
    representative of the Society.strike 
 Article II     QUORUM 
    No alteration of Constitution or Bylaws shall be made unless ten 
active members  
    are present. 
 Article III    ALTERATION OF BYLAWS 
    The Constitution and Bylaws may be amended or altered by a two 
thirds vote of 
    Active members attending a meeting at which a notice of the 
proposed  
    Amendment or change has been given in the call for the meeting, 
and at  
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CUMBERLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
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